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Abstract As animportant component of tropical forests, lianas directly and indirectly affect the growth and regeneration of many
trees. Moreover, they may change the composition of tree species, and they play an important role in ecosystem-level processes
such as biodiversity and carbon sequestration in tropical forests. With global climate change and habitat fragmentation, the
importance of lianas in the dynamics of tropical forests is widely recognized. This review summarizes some basic information from
recent research findings on liana’s biological characteristics, distribution pattern, and mechanisms responsible for maintenance of
species’ diversity and their functions in forest ecosystems. The knowledge gap and perspective of the research on lianas are also
discussed.
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