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Figure 1 Distribution phylogenetic tree of known domesticated forage species

The distribution of the number of species of forage and domesticated crops is indicated after each order. The former is the
number of forage species and the latter is the number of domesticated crop species. The analysis focuses on forage, although
there are domesticated crops in some taxa, such raxa are not reflected in the final species tree because they do not include

domesticated forage (provided by Guo Yalong).
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Strengthen the Research of Forage Basic Biology to Ensure
Forage Seed Industry and National Food Security
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Abstract Modern science and technology have just been entering the field of grass-based livestock husbandry, and
“less input, low output and poor platform” restrict the development of forage breeding and industry in China. Although the
development of grass-based livestock husbandry is ready to take off, the lack of scientific and technological innovation is
difficult to ensure China’s food security; furthermore, there are few institutions and teams that focus on forage breeding
research in China. Therefore, we organize the special issue ‘Forage Biology’, aiming to promote public awareness of the
scientific and technological innovation, industrial development and national forage seed industry safety.
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